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BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT ADOPTED MINUTES
MINUTES, REGULAR MEETING Page 1
Wednesday, April 5, 2000

District Administrative Offices

Board Meeting Room

2134 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way

Berk CA 94704-1180
CALL TO ORDER

President Joaquin J. Rivera Called the Board of Education Meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m,
and the Board Recessed to Closed Session.

1. BOARD ROLL CALL:

MEMBERS PRESENT: President Joaquin J. Rivera
Vice President Terry S. Doran
Director Pamela M. Doolan
Director Shirley Issel
Director Ted Schultz
Student Director Zachary C. Moon*
(Left at 11:20 p.m.)

Administration: Superintendent Jack McLaughlin, Secretary

2. Recess to Closed Session (Board Conference Room)

a. Discussion with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation (Pursuant to
Government Code Section 54956.9(a)
Case name unspecified: disclosure would jeopardize:

Service of process
X__ Existing Settlement Negotiations

b. Discussion with District Counsel — Anticipated Litigation (Pursuant to

Government Code Section 54956.9(c)

Specify number of potential cases: One .
¢. Review of Recommended Order for Student Expulsion (Pursuant to Education Code

Section 48918(c) (K-12): Case No. 185
d. Liability Claim (Purshant to Government Code Section 54956.
1) Claim filed by a parent for reimbursement of dry cleaning expenses for his
child’s coat allegedly damaged at Berkeley High School

*The Student Director does not attend Closed Session.
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2. Recess to Closed Session (Board Conference Room) (continued)

e. Conference with Real Property Negotiator (Pursuant to Government Code
Section 54956.8)
Property: Urban Ore, Gilman Street, Berkeley, California

Names of Negotiation Party: Catherine E. James and Judson Owens
Under Negotiation: [ 1 Price [] Terms of Payment [X1Both

f Collective Bargaining Session (Pursuant to Government Code Section 3549.1(d

g. Public Employment/Discipline/Release/'I‘ransfer/Assiggment (Pursuant to
Government Code Section 54557)

h. Public Employment (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957)
Certificated Transactions:
Appointment, as Temporary Teachers
Appointment, as Substitute Teachers
Resignation

Classified Transactions:

(m Appointment. Director of Maintenance, Grounds and Custodial Services
‘ Tutor

Probationarv: Elementary School Secretary; Instructional Technician: Maintenance
Technician: Custodian I: Instructional Assistant

Provisional
Substitutes. if and as needed: Instructional Assistant; Instructional Specialist;

Intramural Coach; Food Service Assistant: ELL (English Limited I.earners); Home
School Liaison

Noon Directors

Student Workers

Resignation
Retirement

Monthly Report

i. _Stipends
j. Extra Duty

RECONVENE IN PUBLIC SESSION

President Rivera collected the “Requests to Address the Board of Education” cards.

™ ' AGENDA REORDER
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UNION REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Barry Fike, President, Berkeley Federation of Teachers, addressed the Board regarding the
teachers’ contract and teachers’ salaries.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Seventeen speakers addressed the Board.

ADVISORY COUNCILS

Mr. Mark Coplan, President, PTA Council, announced that the next Family Reading Night will
be held April 28, 2000, 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m., at Le Conte Elementary School.

Ms. Karen McKie, representing the Music Committee, gave a report on the District’s Music
Program.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Superintendent McLaughlin responded to comments which were made during Public
Testimony and comments made by Mr. Barry Fike, President, Berkeley Federation of
Teachers. He congratulated the principals and staff at both Berkeley Arts Magnet Elementary
School (California Distinguished School) and Malcolm X Arts & Academic Magnet School
(Excellence in Arts Education), for being honored and recognized on the state level.

BOARD COMMENTS

Board Members talked about teacher salaries and negotiations. They said: “This Board does
recognize and value our teachers. We are negotiating in good faith. We, too, want a teacher
contract.” Board Members encouraged everyone to be an active participant in Lobby Day in
Sacramento, which will be held May 8, 2000. The purpose of the Lobby Day is to let the
Governor and legislators know that what they are doing regarding education and teacher
salaries is not acceptable. Pressure needs to be put on our State representatives so that more
unrestricted funds will be allocated for education.

~
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SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS: RECOGNITION AND ACTION

3. Approval of Resolution in Appreciation of Eugene M. Nakamura, Vice Principal,

Willard Middle School and Head Coach of the Women'’s Basketball Team at Berkeley
High School

ecognition of Women’s Basketball Team. (Yellowjackets) Berkele High Schoo

The Board agreed, by consensus, to table this item.

AGENDA REORDER

APPROVAL OF ACTION ITEMS

217.

rov. e sitional Middle School Mathematics Pro beginning the
2000-2

1 School Year

Ms. Christine Lim, Association Superintendent, Instruction, and a panel of nine staff
representatives from the Secondary Math Task Force presented this item. Ms. Lim and
the panelists made the following recommendations:

(a)

®)
(©)

()
(e

Pre-Algebra for 7" graders who are at grade level and 8" graders who are below
grade level.

Algebra for the majority of the 8" graders.

Honors Algebra for the top 8™ grade students and those few 7* graders who are

above grade level

Middle School Math for the 7® grade students who are below grade level

Two different after school math back-up tutorials for students, wha are deemed

to be in jeopardy of failing the Pre-Algebra or regular Algebra class.

Some concerns expressed by Board Members included the following:

(a)
(®)
()
(d

(e)

The plan does not address the needs of underachieving students with high
achievement potential.

The plan does not meet the needs of the underachieving students.

How will this program be funded?

What is the rationale for allowing 7™ graders in Honors Algebra but not regular
Algebra?

Take out the “parent override” section and include: “If a student wants to take a
course and the parent agrees, the student will be allowed to enroll in the class.”
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APPROVAL OF ACTION ITEMS (continued)

21.

val of the Transitional Middie School Mathematics Program be inning the

2000-2001 School Year (continued)

®
(®

(b)

®

Board Members would like to see this course more geared toward helping
students catch up and move into Algebra in the 8" grade.

We need to have support from community-based resources such as the Berkeley
Pledge to assist us in helping students to succeed and reach the top. The Board
would like to see some coordinated attempt to address this issue at the middle
schools.

The recommendation that no parent overrides into Honors Algebra is
inconsistent with Board policy, which allows students and parents to have,
overrides and have the option of taking any classes they feel the student is ready
to take.

The Board requested that the Math Task Force bring back to the Board a
proposal for attracting more student diversity into the honors programs.

Superintendent McLaughlin said we need to find ways, in addition to what we are
Currently doing, to increase access to all students including students of color into the
Honors classes. What can we do in the second semester 7* grade to boost the potential
“superstars” or potential borderline students so that they can be successful in the honors
classes?

Motion: Directors Rivera/Doran

That under recommendation #2, page 215 of the Board packet, delete
the following words:

“seventh graders are not allowed in this course.”

Under recommendation #3, page 215 of the Board packet, delete the
following sentence:

“Students who are borderline ready (and are currently placed in this
class) should be placed in the regular algebra class so that this class can
be taught at the honors level: this means no parent overrides into this
class will be allowed.”

ni0
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APPROVAL OF ACTION ITEMS (continued)

21. Approval of the Transitional Middle School Mathematics Program beginning the
2000-2001 School Year (continued)

On page 219 of the Board packet, at the end of the section which
explains how the students get into the different courses, add

some language to the effect that if a student wants to take a course and
the parent agrees, the student should be allowed to enroll in that class.

On page 215 of the Board packet, #2, if in fact there is someone who
should move ahead at the 7® grade level there could be provisions made
at Independent Study for those students.

AYES: Directors Doran, Rivera

NOES: Directors Doolan, Issel, Schultz, (Student Director Moon
ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

Motion failed.

Motion: Directors Schultz/Doolan and approved 5-0-0-(1)-0
on voice vote:

The approval of the Transitional Middle School
Mathematics Program beginning the 2000-2001 School
Year, as amended, including the parent overrides.

AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera,
Schultz -
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon,
left at 11:20 p.m.)

ABSENT: None

AGENDA REORDER
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DISCUSSION/INFORMATION/REPORT

32.

Report from Facilities Maintenance and Security Advisory Committee

The Board had before it a 246-page document: “Maintenance & Security Advisory
Committee Report to BUSD Board of Directors.”

Ms. Stephanie Allen, Chair, Facilities Maintenance and Security Advisory Committee,
reviewed the charge to the committee. She highlighted the history of the Maintenance
Department. Ms. Allen discussed the operating principles; corrective maintenance
program; recommendations for corrective maintenance; estimated costs of corrective
maintenance; preventative maintenance program; costs of preventative maintenance
program; custodial reorganization recommendations; recycling recommendations; new
organizational chart; staffing recommendations; staffing recommendation costs and
recommendation on funding.

Ms. Allen responded to Board questions and comments. She asked the Board what the
committee should do now that the charge has been completed?

Superintendent McLaughlin suggested that a Board workshop be scheduled to discuss
this report. He suggested that Ms. Stephanie Allen and Mr. Gene LeFevre, Director,
Maintenance, Grounds, Custodial Services, meet with him and plan the workshop.

AGENDA REORDER

APPROVAL OF ACTION ITEMS
30. Approval of Transitional Housing Plan at the Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School

Mr. Lewis Jones, Manager of Facilities Planning and Ms. Rebecca Hayden,
BAKER/VILAR ARCHITECTS, reviewed the schematic design for transitional
housing for the King Middle School. Mr. Jones recommended that the Board approve
the schematics plus alternates.

Motion: Directors Doolan/Schultz and approved 5-0-0(1)-0 on voice vote:

Approval of Transitional Housing Plan at the Martin Luther King Jr.
Middle School.

AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera, Schultz
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon, left at 11:20 p.m.)
ABSENT: None

~ n12
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DISCUSSION/INFORMATION/REPORT

31. Progress Report on School-Linked Programs: Healthy Start After School Learning
And Safe Neighborhood Partnership Programs: and, 21* Century Learning Centers

Ms. Julie Sinai, Manager, School-Linked Programs, reported on the specific operational
issues pertaining to Healthy Start, After School Learning & Safe Neighborhood
Partnership Programs, and 21* Century Learning Centers. Ms. Sinai gave the
background for the school-linked programs. She discussed, site-by-site, the challenges,
regulations and goals of the programs. Board Members raised the issue of additional
demands on the custodial staff. The Board requested an evaluation of the programs.

APPROVAL OF COSENT CALENDAR, ACTION ITEMS
The Board pulled, for separate consideration, items 17 and 24.
Motion: Directors Doolan/Issel and approved 5-0-0-(1)-0 on voice vote:
That the remainder of the Consent Calendar, Action Items is approved.

roval of Minutes: January 1 26. 2000

5 roval of Personnel Recommendation
6. Approval to deny a claim against the District:
a. Claim filed by a parent for reimbursement of dry cleaning

expenses for his child’s coat allegedly damaged at Berkeley
High School
roval of Resolution Declaring Apri Public School Month
A val of Resolution: El Dia de los Ninos, Apri 2000
9. Approval of Resolution on Special Education Funding
10. roval of Resolution Proclaiming the S of the
Child -
1L A val of Resolution Supportin ril 24-30, 2!
Turmoff Week

12. Approval of Resolution Stating that the Berkeley Unified School
District request the State Legislature to direct some of the state’s

budget surplus to local public school districts as an unrestricted
General Fund increase
13, Approval of Resolution No. A290; Authorization to Advertise for

ids fo, or Covering Replacement at Eme e
School

14. Approval of Resolution No. A291: Authorization to Advertise for
ids for Re- ofing John Muir Sch itorinum; and

Jefferson and Washington Elementary School Portables

nN13
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR, ACTION ITEMS (continued)

15. Approval of Resolution No. A292: Authorization to Advertise for
Bids for Painting Project at John Muir Elementary School
16. roval of Resolution No. 7226: Declarati ntention to

Reimburse Expenditures from the Proceeds of Obligations to be

issued by the District and directing Certain Actions
17. Approval of Non-Public School Placement of a Special Education

Student at La Cheim, Berkeley, California, for the period of
ebruary 28, 2000 to June 30, 2000, at a cost 0 00

This item was tabled.

18. Approval of Non-Public School Placement of a Special Education
Student at La Cheim. Berkeley, California for the period of March

2 to June 2000 at a cost . is will be full
reimbursed by the State of California .
19, Approval of Berkeley High School Program change for ﬂ%

2000-2001: Desktop Video: Interactive Video Class

20. Approval of Resolution No. 7227: To establish the 2000-2001 Tax
Rate for “Berkeley Public Schools’ Educational Excellence Act of
1994” (BSEP) (Measure B, 1994—Schools Special Tax)

21. Approval of Payroll Manual Issues and Cancellations for January
2000 General Fund: Adult Fund; Cafeteria Fund; Child
Development Fund; State School Building Fund: Measure “A”
Bond Fund: School Enrichment Funds: Manual Issues and
Cancellation

22. Approval of Purchases in Excess of $15.000.00

23. Approval of Revisions to the Memorandum of Understanding
Between the Berkeley Unified School District (BUSD) and
Berkeley Biotechnology Education, Inc. (BBEIQ

24. Approval of Revisions to the Promotion and Retention Policy

This item was pulled.

25. Approval of Cragmont Elementary Schools’ Immediate
Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program Action Plan for

000-2002
26. Approval of the Contract with Berkeley YMCA Head Start for use ’Wr)

Of space at the Berkeley Adult School

014
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR, ACTION ITEMS (continued)

AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera, Schultz
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon, left at 11:20 p.m.
ABSENT: None

24. Approval of Revisions to the Promotion and Retention Policy

The Board requested that wording be included in the policy regarding how to deal
with students who fail 8® grade algebra. Add language regarding honors algebra.
The Board also requested that staff draft an agaressive communication plan for
notifying parents regarding the revisions to the Promotion and Retention Policy.

(”W“ Motion: Directors Doolan/Doran and approved 5-0-0(1)-0 on voice vote:
Approval of Revisions to the Promotion and Retention Policy.

AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera, Schultz
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon, left at 11:20 p.m.)
ABSENT: None

AGENDA REORDER

N15
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APPROVAL OF ACTION ITEMS

28. Approval of plan to spend Assembly Bill 1113 School Safety and Violence
Prevention Funds

Ms. Christine Lim, Associate Superintendent, Instruction, presented this item. She
explained that the intent of AB1113 is to:

(1) teach pupils techniques for resolving conflicts without violence

(2) train school staff and administrators to support and promote conflict
resolution and mediation techniques for resolving conflicts between and
among pupils

3) reduce incidents of violence at the schoolsites

Motion: Directors Doran/Issel and approved 5-0-0-(1)-0 on voice vote:
AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera, Schultz
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None
EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon, left at 11:20 p.m.)
ABSENT: None

29, Approval of Board Vote regarding CSBA (California School Boards Association)
2000 Delegate Assembly Sub-region 7-B Runoff Election

Motion: Directors Rivera/Doolan and approved 5-0-0-(1)-0 on voice vote:

That Jeff Davis, Fremont Unified School District, be the
Representative to the CSBA 2000 Delegate Assembly Sub-Region

7-B.
AYES: Directors Doolan, Doran, Issel, Rivera, Schultz
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None
EXCUSED: (Student Director Moon, left at 11:20 p.m.)
ABSENT: None

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC TESTIMONY
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BOARD MATTERS

32.  Board Committee Appointments/Reports

o Berkeley School Financing Corporation
There was no report at this time.

e Budget Committee
There was no report at this time.

e Citizens Advisory Committee on Diversity

There was no report at this time.

e Citizens Construction Program Advisory Committee
There was no report at this time.

. ilities Maintenance and Security Advis ommittee
There was no report at this time.

° ic Program ittee

There was no report at this time.

Peace and Justice Commission
There was no report at this time.

Student Assignment Advisory Committee
There was no report at this time.

Surplus Facilities Advisory Committee .
There was no report at this time.

Two-by-Two Committee
There was no report at this time.

Youth Commission

Director Pamela Doolan appointed Jamahal Davis to the Youth
Commission.
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BOARD REQUESTS

Director Doolan requested that staff communicate with the public as to what is available
at Berkeley High School. The communication should be user friendly.

ADJOURNMENT

President Rivera declared the Regular Meeting of April 5, 2000, adjourned at 12:35 a.m.

APPROVED: ATTEST:

President, Board of Education Secretary, Board of Education
Berkeley Unified School District Berkeley Unified School District
qeg
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